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When Life Crashes

BIBLE VERSES
“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” — Job 1:21

“We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called
according to His purpose.” — Romans 8:28

DEVOTIONAL

No one plans for a Job season. One moment life feels stable and predictable. The next
moment everything changes. A diagnosis arrives. A relationship fractures. A job disappears.
A phone call changes everything. Job experienced unimaginable loss in a very short period
of time. He lost his children, his wealth, his security, and eventually his health. Yet in the
middle of his pain, Job chose to worship rather than walk away from God.

One of the greatest misconceptions in the Christian life is believing that faithfulness protects
us from suffering. The truth is that faithfulness sustains us through suffering. God’s presence
does not always remove the storm, but it anchors us in the middle of it. If you are walking
through a difficult season today, know that God has not abandoned you. He sees your

pain. He knows your questions. He remains faithful even when life feels uncertain.

Take a moment today to honestly tell God where you are hurting. He is not intimidated by
your grief, your questions, or your fears.

REFLECTION QUESTION
What circumstance in your life is currently challenging your trust in God?

KEY TAKEAWAY
Faithfulness to God does not eliminate suffering, but it gives us an anchor when suffering comes.

PRAYER

Father, when life feels overwhelming, help me trust that You are still with me. Strengthen my
faith when | cannot see what You are doing. Teach me to worship You in every season and to
rest in Your faithful presence. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



FAITHFUL

THROUGH

THE FIRE
Day 2

The Ministry of Presence

BIBLE VERSES
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.” — Romans 12:15

“Then they sat on the ground with him seven days and nights, but no one spoke a word to him
because they saw that his suffering was very intense.” — Job 2:13

DEVOTIONAL

Job's friends began well. Before they offered opinions, explanations, or solutions, they
simply showed up. They sat with Job in his grief and shared in his pain. Unfortunately, they
eventually moved from compassion to correction. They assumed they understood what

God was doing and tried to explain Job's suffering. Instead of helping, their words often
added to his burden.

Many of us make the same mistake. We feel pressure to fix people when God may simply
be asking us to love them. The people who have impacted us most during difficult seasons
are often not those with the best answers. They are the ones who stayed present. They
listened. They prayed. They reminded us we were not alone. Who in your life needs that
kind of presence today? Rather than trying to solve someone’s problem, ask God to help
you reflect His compassion. A text, a phone call, a visit, or a prayer may become a powerful
reminder of God’s love.

REFLECTION QUESTION
Who needs your encouragement, presence, or prayer this week?

KEY TAKEAWAY
People often need compassionate presence more than immediate solutions.

PRAYER

Lord, help me reflect Your compassion to those around me. Give me ears to listen, wisdom
to speak, and a heart that is willing to enter another person’s pain. Use me to bring hope
and encouragement wherever You lead. Amen.
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God’s Perspective Is Bigger

BIBLE VERSES
“Where were you when | established the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.” — Job 38:4

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not My ways.” — Isaiah 55:8-9

DEVOTIONAL
When we suffer, one question naturally rises to the surface: Why? Why did this happen?
Why now? Why didn’t God stop it?

Job asked many of those same questions. Yet when God finally answered, He did not provide
a detailed explanation. Instead, God revealed His greatness. He reminded Job that His
wisdom extends beyond human understanding. He governs the stars, the oceans, creation,
and history itself. The God who sustains the universe can also be trusted with our lives.

Often we want answers, but God wants trust. As our understanding of God’s character
grows, our need for complete explanations begins to shrink. We may not know why we
are walking through a particular season, but we can know Who is walking with us.

Today, spend a few moments focusing on God'’s greatness rather than your circumstances.
Worship shifts our perspective and reminds us that our lives are held securely in His hands.

REFLECTION QUESTION
What unanswered question do you need to surrender to God today?

KEY TAKEAWAY
We may not always understand God'’s ways, but we can always trust His character.

PRAYER

God, Your wisdom is far greater than mine. When | do not understand what You are doing,
help me trust who You are. Grow my faith and teach me to rest in Your sovereignty. In Jesus’
name, Amen.
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From Information to Intimacy

BIBLE VERSES
“I had heard reports about you, but now my eyes have seen you.” — Job 42:5

“Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials.”
— James 1:2-4

DEVOTIONAL
The greatest miracle in Job's story was not the restoration of his possessions, but the
transformation of his relationship with God.

At the end of the book, Job declares that he knew about God before his suffering, but now he
knew God more deeply because of it. His pain had moved him from information to intimacy.

Suffering has a way of stripping away our self-sufficiency and reminding us of our need for
God. While none of us would choose hardship, God often uses our deepest struggles to
produce our deepest spiritual growth.

Your current chapter is not the final chapter. God is still working. He is still shaping your
faith. He is still drawing you closer to Himself. As you reflect on this series, consider how
God has met you in difficult seasons. His faithfulness in the past is a reminder that He will
remain faithful in the future.

REFLECTION QUESTION
How has God used a difficult season to deepen your relationship with Him?

KEY TAKEAWAY
God often uses suffering to move us from knowing about Him to truly knowing Him.

PRAYER

Father, thank You for Your faithfulness through every season of life. Use every challenge to
draw me closer to You. Help me trust that You are still working, even when | cannot see the
outcome. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Discussion Guide

Theme

Trusting God through suffering, embracing His perspective, and discovering deeper
intimacy with Him.

Ice Breaker

Share about a difficult season in your life that taught you something valuable about yourself,
others, or God.

Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for gathering us together today. Open our hearts to Your truth

and help us learn from Job’s example. Strengthen our faith, encourage our hearts, and help
us trust You more deeply regardless of our circumstances. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Scripture Focus

* Job 1:21

* Job 2:13

* Job 38:4

* Job42:5

* Romans 12:15

Summary

The Book of Job reminds us that suffering is part of life, even for those who faithfully follow
God. Throughout his trials, Job learned to trust God when answers were unavailable, receive
support from others, and ultimately discover a deeper relationship with the Lord. His story
teaches us that God'’s perspective is greater than ours and that He can use every season of
pain to draw us closer to Himself.



Discussion Questions

N

What lesson from Job's journey impacted you most and why?
Why do you think suffering often challenges our view of God?

How can we support people who are walking through difficult seasons without
becoming like Job's friends?

What is the difference between asking God questions and questioning God'’s character?

What does it mean to ‘walk with Christ before the crisis’? How can we practically prepare
our faith for difficult seasons?

How does focusing on God's greatness help us navigate uncertainty?

In what ways can suffering deepen our relationship with God?

. Job prayed for the very friends who had accused and hurt him for 33 chapters. Is there

someone in your life you need to forgive, including possibly yourself? What makes that
forgiveness feel difficult?

Key Takeaways

Righteousness does not exempt us from suffering.

Compassionate presence is often more powerful than explanations.
God wants to move us from asking ‘why’ to understanding ‘who’ He is
Trials can deepen our intimacy with God.

God is faithful through every chapter of our story.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for Your faithfulness and Your presence. Help us trust You when life is difficult
and remember that You are always at work, even when we cannot see it. Strengthen our faith,
deepen our love for You, and help us encourage one another well. May we leave here confi-
dent that You are writing a greater story than we can imagine. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



